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The one great rule 
of composition is to 


speak the truth 


The Texas Observe 


We will serve no 
group or party but 
will hew hard to the 
truth as we find it 
and the right as we 
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of speed—there weren’t any ystery 
a tire marks—not a sign of a) ticsing the Sparks | A “state-approved pathologist 
tire mark. She was a little on) ance company, th: Jack Pruitt of Lu w 
the wrong side of the high-| opsery, 1S : © 
\ way, in the middle. The car). 404 ,, complet opsy, the 
carried her body 47 steps—! oo. ayy riff said. He f evi- 
| that’d be 141 feet.” edi te rye 10 € ce of a 
' $o does the sheriff of San _,. iad ae e, and no ence of 
é 7 stand what I m«¢ ; 
, Augustine describe how one “ : en 
| hour into the New Year a car - map nrg ( ai 
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, a motor vehicle by running over ; 
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WS ai all that.” A Creek, a Road 
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; men in clean college-style clothes on ages: f a gutta 
ee pend The sheriff volunteers t the n the fat, and ran ov 
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} ; : ; s sw as a Cen : 
| walks in the sunshine, higher ae tae Ry eh : 
| than the highway passing through Sparks has not OF oa sea ee = 
SAN ANTONIO; AUSTIN |! phy; he buys them everywhere he | the town. In the City Cafe, a lady will defend him lily, wegroe nae 
Henry Gonzales has his sena-| goes, and has to move a stack of} sits at a booth talking to two men, trict court here. H n 
tor’s and business office in a them from one chair to another, | caying: “She said, ‘I'm starvin’ to uled for the tern I e Jea 
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; ; - But now San Augustine has a| fther lives in Orang oe nea: 
pected by the Latin-American} behind him, a citation from the ; yella niggers,” said the eriff d M ) 
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people who give him his largest) NAACP. Often as not he is an- it “raised just above Bl i | 
majorities and yet is within a few swering the phone himself. It rings); © | Not the girl nor any of r fam- M Davis 
minutes’ walk of the downtown | a lot, and sometimes he leaves it} ‘Sheriff Elbert Nichols is the ily had been in trout h the it the same 12 B 
district. He energetically pursues| off the hook to talk a while | picture of a sheriff. He stands law, he said. . 
the interests of a constituent in| The morning of the Observer's | S¢veral inches higher than six a ae ial ai B Jear 
a decision of the state government, | visit he was still discussing with| feet. is large and bony; wears it” Sheriff Nic H ye Pe 
and he fights for state appropria- | constituents his close call when he | 200s. khakis, and a Western hat. ne a a all “B 7 
tions for his district, in these re- | fell asleep at the wheel of his| When the Observer first met eel Or nae 
spects fulfilling roles expected of| station wagon and ran into a} him in the jail, he shook hands ince ERE RE 
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aiubeala : 24 i It’s a little 22.” radiator. She dreamed he'd do a thing like that 
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é a hd 7 y a Dall 
union in California, made out to had not had a traffic fatality all There's a 
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plaque from the American GI As a humanitarian and an in-| first that the girl had been killed sorry this ha bial 
Forum commends him: “Intellectual, Gonzalez clearly does | before midnight. the sheriff 
thought, in word, in action, un-| not fit the outlines of the usual He went to work carrying rela- =e schools that ‘5 waves ae 2 
selfish dedication to all Ameri- Texas politician. Nor does he, in| tives of the girl to the funeral) © % ™ 
cans.” For visitors to his office,| still another respect. With ten in| home where her body was taken. 8° along fin 
Gonzalez has laid out hand-sized| his family, he has had to tide | By 5:30 am. he had figured out Would ths i 
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8 y;} he entered public life. The offi vy U d tand?’ wae vil Se aaa: ala 
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“Let every man honor and voted ly announced his appointment as | server, “is justice done.” Striding| on the San A uM + Se ee 
the land of his birth and the | public relations counselor asso- into the squat brick jailhouse be-' was asked : id Be SEP a 
from which he springs and keep | ciated with the division sales di-| side the county courthouse in the “We put shen ge 
. . P | ry 
their memory green. It is a pious; rector in San Antonio, and his | town square, back to a small) said. “Mayb« ; 
and honorable duty. But let us | writing and speaking have also| room where men were playing ‘em. Still, the; Her daughter Annie Pearl D 
have done with meneaguelperseaeine, brought him income, but he has | dominoes under a calendar adver-)| grand jur 7 e one who al N 
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been alleged to the Observer that 
Reserve Credit Co., a now de- 


which this week’s Texas Business- 
man said he has enough conserva- 


tive foes to re-elect him), Gon-| funct lending firm which also re- 
zalez’s inner office is literally lit-| financed loans for other San An- 
tered with books and magazines.| tonio lending firms, had loaned 





They run to history and philoso- (Continued on Page 2) 


that someone misplaced four 
|g pages of the current issue, the 
|§ editor explains that he has re- 
|2 tired to East Texas to study 


his navel. 





Bobbie Jean had been a class- 
mate of hers, she said. They had 


Motive a Mystery 


What was the 
on the motive, been friends. Bobbie Jean had 
He did not know; S been a C student. “We'd go,to 


doesn't remembe (Continued on Page 2) 











GOP PlansTexas-for-Nixon A Curious Case 
In San Augustine 


AUSTIN 


ioiicans to 


pledged 


YT lon a, 
Lyndon Johnson for 
, r , , 


nas they 


selected a new 


fight | party system, 
& ts . - 
senatorial re- | system we have in Texas.” 


1 committeeman for Texas! 
H. J. (Jack) Por Houston oi 
is replace Albert Be 
a her He ma is 
GOP <¢ t nas 
2 the sinc 1952. He as 
f Eist We | now 
Nik Fa \ Iso W < for 
N \ 
F said he ways voted Re- 
i esia t t ntil 
1952 had ticipated in Democra- 
es. He told the R b- 
State execuliy C ttee 
$ i ck-r Re; i 


work for “a two- 
ending the Russian 


and will 


now 


47 1s 


vice president of a fam- 


Fay, an 


independent 


ily-owned Louisiana oil company; 


of a Hous- 


ships 


chairman of the board 


ton shipyard which builds 


nd owner of a ranch 


Porter quit to make way for a 


younger man. He said he had a 
stomach ulcer and wanted to ste; 
aside before the 1960 contest 
Thad Hutcheson, state GOP 
chairman, goaded Johnson all day 
He said Johnson is talking out of 
both sides of his mouth on con- 
troversial questions in different 
parts of the country “with the 
greatest of political immunity 


Private College Heads 


Ask Highe 


adaiot came kK 


e@ The hull 


hat 





effective April 1 full-speed 
j ¢ bh 
1 ime Dasic s ariving 
s e pian Th t syst 
C i n the Observer con- 
$ ASIC changed. Mi: 
ges tect th parties ! n 
- ~ ire >| cl 2 
I t ents, sin . >, « 1 
x ecidents f k ere 
ks j Ses ? ° 
aft $ ag $s ne arivers 


hurch- i Texas colleges 
i - ed 
st le the sup- 
1 e tne ges re 
ita t oe \ C |- 
Said President Ri Sor e 
t T x “a> Ww es ‘ I \ « ‘ a t 
$6 a t 
ar € ner S C 
A y S 5 
\ I At McCal f 
E t $49 a sug 
- > . ’ fic — t 
v - Je 
€ 4 widow and her daughter 


$162,500, and 
$77,500, for 
resulting from a 
and truck 


were awarded 
an injured brakeman 
damages 
sion between a train 
at Sinton in 1957. The truck com- 
pany said the railroad was at 
fault in failing to provide flag- 
men and safety gates at the inter- 


colli- 


State Fees 


section. The jury 
made in Houston. 


e A 24-year-old man tw 


got 


years in prison for murder by 
automobile in Houston. His car 
to another car that was 

g another car, killing a ten- 

-old boy. A policeman said 

red his words and was stag- 





ral 


The Week in Texas 








the 16-year- 


0 George Gardner, 

old youth altercations 
led the 
leader 


f 
teacher from the Houston schools, 


whose 


to 


strange 


the hati + ana 
Iiring ¢ ine union ana 


has been adjudged a juvenile de- 


linquent for burglary of a house 
and sent to Gatesville The 
newsletter of the American Fed- 
eration ff Teachers said that 
Emilio Garza, president of Edge- 
wood's new® teachers’ union, has 

en assigned to remedial read- 
ng for backward children, “a 
professional task for which he has 
no college training 








¢ ard adjustments on an 
ndividual job kasis will give 
it half of the 3.200 employees 


Oil & Refining Co.'s 
raises averaging 


a new 


nine cents an hour under 


ract negotiated between the 
lworkers’ union and Humble, a 
compa spokesman said 


awards were | 


The committee criticized Johnson 
for supporting federal aid to edu- 
cation. By formal resolution they 
vowed to oppose Johnson in No- 
vem 

Fay said the Republicans in Tex- 
as raised $115,000 through dinners 

San Antonio and Houston 

+ 


ber 


In other state politics, senator- 
ial and congressional races re- 
mained mainly unchanged. Con- 


for the 
primary 
Moore, Dowdy 
vs. Dougherty, 
Westburg, 
rlus Burleson vs 


Congress in Demo- 
include Teague vs 
vs. Crook, Young 
and Kilgore 
as reported last issue; 
Skaggs and also 


atic 


Vs 


Robert Wagstaff, Abilene attor- 
ney: Rogers vs. Arthur Glover; 
ind Thomas vs. J. M. Wren, an 


independent oilman alternately a 
Democrat and _ Constitution 
, ber. Joe Pool 
yosed for the Democratic nom- 


Party mem is un- 


ition for Congress in Dallas; he 
will oppose incumbent Alger in 
November 

Texas Senate races as finally 
formed ‘see last issue): Colson 
vs. Zbranek; Sen. Bill Wood, Ty- 
ler, vs. Godfrey Sullivan, Jr., 


Waco; Fly vs. Patman; Sen. Bruce 


Reagan, Corpus, vs. James Davis 
and Marvin Foster, Jr., both of 


Corpus; Kazen vs. Salinas; Brad- 
Creighton; Gonzalez vs. 
two Stricklands; 
Bates. 


Ssnaw 


vs 


th 


Latimer and the 


and Hudson vs 


The Texas Legislative Service 
announced that 30 House members 
did not seek re-election, 40 won 
without opposition, and the rest 
have contests. This situation sug- 


gests the increased prospect of 
irnover in the House. Reps. Wade 
McAllen, and James 
Gober, main candidates 


Spilman, 


Turman, 


for speaker, won renomination 
without opposition. Both clain 
probable for 


majority 
Spilman said his financ- 
ing has come mostly from Valley 
but he has keen surprised | 


Support 


speaker. 


peopie 
by the extensive expenses 


+ 


Stuart Long, liberal Austin 
newsman, has announced for 
Democratic chairman in Travis 


County against Trueman O’Quinn, 


the conservative incumbent. 
In Dallas, the loyalist fireball, 
Joe Bailey Humphreys, has an- 


rounced for county chairman 
against Republican-supporting Ed 
Drake, the incumbent, who said 


he filed reluctantly, and for the 
last time. 

In Duval County, the office of 
county Democratic chairman is 
sought by George Parr. 


Deing 





The O 


ted a t the Texas Obss é t 
s e length in his columr t 
R rd for Feb. 4. We us trv 
t Keep ir reader i | f 
Aas er ts if d cr t r » t- 
cd toward the news € 
oscribe t and omitting a fe 


friend) 


ndly personal 
excerpt Henkel’s 


references, we 
remarks.—Ed.) 
ROBSTOWN 


mes when I 


There have been t 
annoyed friends and pleased 
the 
whatever 


nave 
¢ 


observation that 


the str 


thers with 
everyone, ipe ot 
their social and political thinking 
should read a little tabloid week- 


The Texas Observer, 
published in Austin 


being 


After some five years under the 
editorship of . Ronnie Dugger, 
the paper had been heard of by 
wcarly everyone but is still read 
by a comparative few 

The Observer is the newspaper 
thut uncovered, if uncovered is 
the fair word to use, the story and 
background of the Texas Bureau 





THE TEXAS OBSERVER 


bser 





for Economic Understanding, de- 

voted to é nsified program 
f teaching anism” in pub- 
. oc le 


the bureau found 


from 


its way to Corpus Christi schools 


A check 


week and it became the sub- 
ct of considerable controversy, 


as most of you know 


Our opinion of the matter is 
adequately summed up in an ex- 
cellent editorial from the Corpus 
Christi Times of last week 


» doubt Editor Dugger has also 
approved the editorial, and is 
not often that he endorses editor- 
ials from large dailies. 

I have said that everyone should 
read the Observer. The fact that it 
brought to light the activity of 
T.B.E.U. may be used to stand as 
evidence. It is doubtful that it 


a 


it 


ver Observed 


would ever have happened other- | 


wise. 


The Observer is an avowed lib- | 


eral newspaper and as such I 
have disagreed with it as often 
as I have agreed. It constantly at- 


tacks Sen. Lyndon Johnson and | 


idolizes Sen 
for example. 


Ralph Yarborough, | 


seen the paper. They will at once 
declare that they want no part of 
it. And it is there that they are 
mistaken. Agree or disagree with 
the Observer, it, is well written, 
brilliantly, some will say. It digs | 
into many sides of Texas’ 
and economic life that 
otherwise go unnoticed. Let me 
say that it would take an unusual- 
ly intelligent man or woman to 
refute Dugger without first arm- 
ing themselves with the publi- 
cation he edits. 


deep 


political 


Everyone has his own defini- | 
tion of a liberal. Without arguing 
which is the true liberal and which 
is not, let me say that there are 
two kinds with only one thing in 
common, social reform. One type 
is the down the line Marxist, the | 
worshiper of Marx the man and 
all that he wrote. Such an indi- 
vidual strives toward reform and} 
given the opportunity, will bowl 
over all opposition before him} 
without a glimmer of mercy and | 
understanding. Such Marxists are 
commonly called Communists in 
this country. 

Dugger and his Observer, de- 


(Continued from Page 1) 
movies together, 
She was a choir member.” 

As it enters 
Farm Road 


San Augustine 


2213 becomes Liberty 


Street. On the right there is a 
cement marker erected by the 
State of Texas in 1936 to com- 
memorate the fact that on that 


very site, a stately  hill-top 


with noble trees and a 


DISPUTED 


(Continued from Page 1) 
Gonzalez $500 at eight 
rate which it did not grant to its 
other This did not turn 


percent, a 


lenders 


out to be an accurate allegation, 
however. 

Eight percent, Gonzalez said, 
was a fair rate he had obtained 


In fact, he his 
bank loans had been six and eight 


transactions 


elsewhere. Said, 


percent 
But the main thing, he said, was 
that he had borrowed 


money from a “clearing house” for 


not any 


small loan firms’ paper. Anyone 
who said that, he said, was lying 
and engaging in “a calumny.” 


Gonzalez recalled that Nick Mc- 
Fadin had loaned him $300 at eight 
percent in 1950. Although Gon- 
zalez did not know McFadin, he 
the had been arranged 
by “a compadre of Joe 
Mendiola, whose wife has been in 
the 
the Godfather of 
diola’s. Gonzalez 
with the 


said, loan 


mine,” 


loan business. Gonzalez is 
a child of Men- 
repaid the loan 
he said. 


interest, 
Again, 
eight percent from McFadin, 
and he also paid that off. 


ot 


al 


Had he received campaign con- 


tributions from small loan inter- 


he said, he borrowed $500 | 


and to church. | 


lot 


fine house 


| Pinckney 


| Governor of the State of Texas, in 


l standing there now, was the home, 


1840 and 1856, 


Henderson, 


of James 
first 


between 


the 


Governor was born 
March 31, 


1846-47. The 
North Carolina 
the marker says. 


Hugh Sparks’'s 


in on 


1808, 


telephone’ did 


not ring, and the operator con- 
firmed that it has been  discon- 


nected R.D. 


LOAN 
GETS EXPLANATION 


| this that 


ests? No, he replied. In 1956, after | 


he defeated O. E. Latimer, the in- 
cumtent, (who is running against 
him again), Gonzalez said he was 


approached by a person he took 
to represent the San Antonio small 
loan association and asked if he 
had any debts they could assist 
with. He said that he told the man 
he did not have debts, that 
he does not run up bills in a cam- 
paign, but that if he were op- 
posed in the general election that 
year, they could help him then 
if they would. “They were very, 
very active, or at least some of 
them were,” in behalf of his elec- 


any 





By contrast he and his paper are 
deeply humanitarian, the milk of 
human kindness and understand- 
ing runneth over. 


That, of course, sometimes 
makes for situations where ideal- 
ism entirely replaces realism, as 


toward the farm problem. 


I can cheer when Dugger cries 
“Farm surpluses are food. They 
are clothing. The people 


world need them.” 
But when he cries 
“Taxpayers, 


blatantly 


gress, require farmers to pay their 
workers a minimum wage, and 
subsidize this, too!” I must trem- 
ble a little. Good farm income, 
fair wages, yes. But I remain, at 
the same time, one of those citi- 
zens who view with concern the 
extent of the national debt that 
must of necessity already become 
the burden of future generations. 
As an individual, I cannot walk 
into a local bank and write a check 
for any amount, no matter how 


great the need, how worthy the | 
| the president, and that McFadin 


This comment alone may turn | spite strong language at times,| cause. Nor should the government 


s who have never|do not belong to that category. 





do that. C. W. HENKEL, JR. 


tion in November, 1956, Gonzalez 


said 

Of the McFadin loan, Gonzalez 
said, “My impression was that it 
was an individual who might or 
might not be in that business 


lling. He said, I 
member, ‘Now the only thing is, 
I'}l charge 


cent—I can't make it 


There's no te re- 


have to you eight per- 


on six per- 


cent’.”’ 


McFedin Explains 


To strighten the matter out 
Gonzalez then telephoned Mc- 
Fadin. An animated conversation 


ensued. Gonzalez then explained 


ioanea me 


“On the $500 note, he 
He 


the money found out he was 


note, he borrowed 
Co.. Rov 


It was an as- 


short. On my n 
from the Reserve Credit 
Cummins, president 


sociation.” McFadin told him, Gon- 


zalez said, that the note was 
“never out of his possession, other 
than that he borrowed money 
on it 


McFadin said, when asked about 
the Observer, that 


anything about 


the matter by 
did not 
it. “I 
with 


he know 


was at one time connected 


Reserve Credit, 


my loans have 


and some of 
been paid off, and 
s tl other,” he said 
The company was in the loan busi- 


and the 


ness but was not a clearing house, 


he said. McFadin was more cur- 
ious about the Observer's source 
(which of course was not di- 


vulged) than he was informative 


Roy Cummins, 
dent of the 
a lending company making mostly 
but that 


on small 


who was 


presi- 


firm, said it had been 


large loans, it did handle 
the 
other firms 


paper loans from 
“We made some con- 
and 


officers placed 


some car 


solidation loans” 


loans, he said. The 


the firm in voluntary liquidation 
in 1957. There had been 58 stock- 
holders. Why did they quit? “We 
ran out of money, for one rea- 


he 
credit and couldn't, so we 


son,” said. “We tried to get a 


line of 


just decided to give up the ghost.” 


Cummins said the defunct 
|firm'’s interest rate was about 
eight percent, but that the firm 
also charged credit insurance, 


| for example, the paper's attitude | 


which was a plan in wide use at 


| the time for the addition of extra 


of the | 


guarantee farmers a| 
fair income. Subsidize them. Con- | 





charges to loans beyond the legal 
ten percent interest ceiling 

“Our rates computed by 
the insurance company” and were 
“eight percent plus the various 
types of credit insurance that went 


were 


along with the loans,” Cummins 
said. 

Thus, as the story emerged, Gon- 
zalez borrowed at eight percent 
from McFadin on a friend's rec- 
ommendation, and McFadin en- 


gaged in a transaction with Re- 
serve Credit involving Gonzalez’s 
note, as Gonzaléz learned when he 
telephoned McFadin during the 
Observer visit. 

In Austin, Banking Cmsr. J. M. 
Falkner confirmed that Reserve 
Credit Co. voluntarily dissolved 
Sept. 4, 1957, that Cummins was 


was a director. R.D. 
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(When barrister and author 
Franklin Jones, Sr., of Marshall 
was first found guilty of contempt 
of court and_ sentenced to three 


days in jail on a charge of imply- | 


ing to a jury that a defendant in 
a lawsuit was covered with insur- 
ance, which the defendant was, 
Jones wrote a ringing challenge to 
the law prohibiting telling a jury 


that insurance covers a defendant. | 


He admonished the Observer, 
however, not to publish the article 
until his case was disposed of in 
the courts. We have withheld the 
article since it was written, on 
June 21, 1959, at a time when 
Jones thought he might wind up 
in jail. The case was decided 
for Jones several weeks ago by 
the Supreme Court on grounds 
did not violate a strict 
of the 
insurance.—Ed.) 


that Jones 
construction 


not to mention 


MARSHALL 


In relative comfort many) 


have written of the great 
works of literature that have 
originated in prison cells, of 
movements that changed the 
course of world history from 


Bosom 


‘Indispensable’ 

Sir: I give thanks for the Texas 
Observer as an_ indispensable 
source of information on the peo- 
ple's current economic 
and political issues. More power to 
Bonner Frizzell, 712 N. 
Queen St., Palestine. 

Sir: The Texas Observer is one 
little spark of morality in the 
great darkness of news dissemina- 
tion of Texas. May 
enlighten 
Joe 
Drive, 


side of 


you! 


it grow 
corner 
1026 


flame to 
of our 
Hedgecoke 


every 
Rigdon, 
Borger. 


state. 


Lyndon and Jack 


Sir: Back in 1955 we took a year | 


off from the practice of law to 
chase around East Texas visiting 


with Democrats and trying in| 


general to out-organize the Shiv- 
ers crowd in preparation for the 
1956 precinct conventions. It was 
a tremendously satisfying experi- 
ence. We met a lot of nice people 
and formed many and enduring 
friendships. A lot of the folks we 


judge's order 


into a 


a beginning behind iron bars. 
These are brave thoughts 
\from the free, and those not 
threatened with involuntary 
confinement as is the writer 
at the moment. It is all very well 


to point to the martyrs of history 
who perished away in durance 
vile for an idea, an opinion, a 
| writing, or a speech; but would 
any reader welcome such an op- 
portunity today? If so, he is not 


of a mind with the writer, who 
wants nothing better than free- 


acm and comfort as environs for 
Like Victor Berger, 
socialist of 


his writing. 
if my memory of a 
World War I has correctly named 
him, said in reply to a consoling 
speech on the nobility of martyr- 
dom, when he was about to be 
| thrown in the pokey for his ideas. 
I would say: “That is all very well, 
| but I do not want to go to jail.” 


Yet, go to jail may be exactly 
| what I will do if a present order 
of commitment is carried out, and 
for. three days, at that. In fear 
that there little 
for objectivity should I 
down my thoughts on the subject 
after incarceration, I feel that 
some should be made, 
the shadow of the 
They should be 


may be stimula- 


tion set 


remarks 
perhaps, from 


jail house door. 








| disappointed because some of the 
leading contenders for the nomi- 
nation of the party for president 
have chosen to emasculate them- 
selves as senators. What manner 
of president would John Kennedy 


make, who jumps through a hoop | 


| for Brown and Root’s man Fri- 
day? The most disappointing 
thing about the vote on the Gore 
resolution is that we have a bunch 
of eunuchs trying to run for presi- 
dent on the Democratic ticket. A 
pox on all of them. 

If we have ever had moments 
of doubt from 1952 until now as 
to the essential greatness of Ralph 
Yarborough, those doubts have 
long since vanished. Senator Ken- 
nedy should add a pocket part to 
his book Profiles in Courage to 
include a chapter for Yarborough. 
|It is regrettable that Kennedy 
himself will never get in his own 
book. 

William H. Kugle, Jr., Attorney, 
Athens, Texas. 





worked with, however, are char- | 


acterized by 


the machinations of intra-party 
strife being beyond their interest 
or grasp. They all understand, of 
course, why Shivers is a scoun- 
drel, he having blatantly sold out 
the party, but to this good day 
many of these folks are at a loss 
to understand why we spurred 
them into battle under the ban- 
ner of LBJ while we now wish 
that Lyndon were on a one-way 
rocket to the moon. 

All of this makes us wonder 
why we did rally around Lyndon’s 


flag in 1956. To be sure, he was | 


thrust upon us, but, let’s face it, 
we embraced him. Most of us who 
worked in the fight hold the opin- 
ion that we could have clobbered 
Shivers without Lyndon’s inter- 
vention. At the time, however, we 
thought it was good to have Lyn- 
don’s help. This is a lot like bud- 
dying up with Franco or Ibn Saud 
to get air bases. 

It is history that we won the | 


war and lost the peace in the 1956 | 


state convention. Lyndon kicked 
us all in the pants and consum- 
mated a sort of concubinage with 
the Shivers crowd. If we can learn 
anything from all this, maybe it 
is that no end justifies the means 
of crawling in bed with the wrong 
crowd. We knew what Lyndon 
was before the state convention 
of 1956, so there can be little 
excuse for us. We hope we profit 
from the experience. 

Mr. Sam is disappointed because 
Senator Yarborough voted for the 


Gore resolution. Some of us are | 


a basic traditional | 
loyalty to the Democratic Party, | 


THE TEXAS OBSERVER 


infinitely more temperate than a| 


piece written from an 8x10 cell 


with open toilet and the dull gray 
decor of all county jails. 

My imprisonment will be for the 
violation of a court order, if it be 
found that an order was made, 
and actually violated. A just im- 
prisonment it will be, if such facts 
exist, and the writer would be the 
last to suggest a court did not have 
power to punish an open violation 
of its orders as a contempt; in- 
deed the courts could not function 
if this power did not exist. Assum- 
ing the violation, a most difficult 
thing for me to do, let us look to 
the genesis of the order, if order 
was made, and why the trial court 
felt compelled to issue it, if issue 
it he did. There we may find the 
villain in the piece; there the rea- 
son that a court may think itself 
compelled to order an advocate 
not to tell the truth in argument. 


For, such was the order, if it 
was issued, and its issuance grew | 
out of a legal fiction that will ever 
stand as the reason for any sen- 
tence I may serve. Namely, the} 
sclemn legal conception that the 
jury does not know that the ma- 
jority of defendants in automobile 
liability cases are covered by in- 
surance, and any suggestion of the | 
true fact that a given defendant is 
so covered must operate to vitiate 


any verdict rendered for the 
plaintiff. 
Told Not To Tell 

The triai scene that brought 


about my sentence will live long 
in my memory. My client was nine 
years of age, injured, according to 
much of the proof, when the de- 
fencant cut the corner at an in- 
tersection without proper look- 
out, and caused the motor scooter 
on which the child was a passen- 


ger to strike the back 
ant’s automobile. The 


had liability 


insurance 


yers for which were ir 
control of the case. He 
the case be settled wv 


icy limits, in 


accordar 


offer of plaintiff to a 


settlement, 
find 


only to be 


the claim 


name, but against h 


During argument 
the defend 
stated that 


ant, it w 


the defer 


have to pay from 


earnings 


the entire 


$80,000 sought by tl 
objection thereto t 
was overruled. Wher 


was reminded 


that 


had the right of an 


gument 
sustained, 
cessfully 


if the ot 
opposing 
moved 


structed not to tel! 


is 


s, not to mention the 


insurance that wot 


defendant 


if 


dered. Having 


of havin 


not all, of any 


fail to make full d 


truth, 


I religiously 


struction, and unde: 
vclting compulsion ref 
telling the jury the 


were 


supposedly ¢ 


determine. 


Thus the matter: 


except for a collog 
three counsel for the 

| the court during recs 
final argument. To my; 
I will never consider 


comments of 


the 


conversation as an 
I violated any order 
made, but for 

the time I may sé 
in jail, and pay a 
maximum penalty 


contempt. 
should 


The j 


not skate 
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_ Attorney Jones Reflects on Cells and Causes 


infer for 


nsurance in 


Punish The Truth-Teller? 
But, some pragmatist may say, 
nsel for defendant was first in 
itempt in stating a known un- 
ith, why did not the court pun- 


the jury that there was 
the case. 


h him? After all, there was in- 
nce in the case, does the law 
ward the falsifier, and punish 


who tells the truth? 
unlearned Know ye 
the of the 
erected a concealment 
and that it is 
who tells the truth 
a trial and rips asunder 
sehood? Heretofore, the pun- 
nt has been the 
erdict rendered for 


nN e ct 


advocate 


one! 


Poor 


that majesty law 
around 
ance companies, 
oe unto him 


the veil 


loss 
the 
violated 


of any 
plaintiff 
the 


sunsel has 


and spoken truthfully. 


I remain grace of the 


free by 


tencing judge, who no doubt 





as much revolt for the law 
he must obey so as to sup- 
the truth as I feel. It 1s 
l a dirty business, this ne- 
of living a lie in every au- 
le case where the defend- 
insured. The judges who try 
cases cannot even still the 


did Pontius Pilate 
kin “What is the 


the truth, or have 


ences as 





1@ey KNOW 
learning it, but must 
ress it, and jail 
ert it. They 
ed the satisfaction of a 
handwashing of their conduct 
the pity of it—but here I go 


those who as- 


are not even vouch- 


, 
pubilc 


to jail 


LD 
vet rd 


ee 
i 


yY 


Chiefly Postal Business 
—Books Shown by Appointment 


STIEFEL’S 


Dealer in Rare, Out-of-Print 
Books 
1312 10th St., Huntsville, Texas 
Telephone 5-4449 


Use our International Search 
Service for those hard to find 
books at no extra cost to you 
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If this Citation is not served 


that she be awarded custody and 


defendant of her for a period of 

















DOES FOLKLORE 


SAP LITERATURE? 


and horns on the toads, Texas 
Folklore Society Publication 
XXIX, edited by Mody C. Boat- 
right. Wilson M. Hudson, and 
Allen Maxwell, Southern Meth- 
odist University Press, Dallas, 
237 pp. $4.50 
AUSTIN 
The question, will we ever 
run out of folklore?, is some- 
how suggested by the current 
book of stories published by 
the Texas Folklore Society. 
Folklore as conceived in 
Texas seems to originate 
mostly, though not exclus- 
ively, in rural or outdoor situ- 
ations, which are rapidly be- 
ing drained of their uncon- 
sciousness and color not only 
by the migrations to the cit- 
ies, but also by standardizing 
devices like television, auto- 
mobiles, and superfarms of 
tractors and interchangeable 
workers. The situation is still 


he South, and tne 











5 . 1) a > 
migran WOrkKers Will remain a 
} Sire 7 sibel > 
living source for folklore a long 
time t one nevertheless begins 
to w r what Is going to happen 
t i K e as t country tales 
+ len L 
thin Will develop a folk- 
f venile delinquency in the 
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er geniously humiliates 
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SCié fa >| ected ¢ 
a t a toad re nted 
J r ic araly m- 
ete roa sens reader's 
tin William A. Owens, the nov- 
elist, Mas contributed a w -aon 
piece Seer of Corsicana abou 
a Negro mystifie e most un- 
usual thing you find in Corsi- 
cana, as he was told she was 
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McNeil’s article on the 
the faith healers, 


umong the Spanish-speaking in 


Brownie 


curanderos, 


South Texas suggests that urbani- 
zation is not soon going to suck 
away some of the psychologically 


tisfying 


t folkways 
the educationally backward. John 


among 


Henry Faulk tells about an unfaz- 
able old liar he knew in Austin 


me good stories 
English 
ningling with the 
fair, 


Ikways stud the vol- 


So there are s 
natty gen- 
rustics 
= ) | ’ 

scnoiariy 


unty 


disquisition about 


yne may muse over 
as, “inextricably con- 
cerned with this human phenom- 
enon of lateral preference ...” or 
the preference for dextrality,” or 


even “the very philology of later- 
ality.” In “The Bury - Me-Not 
Theme in the Southwest,” Amer- 
ico Paredes, author of the honest, 
skillfully written With His Pistol 
in His Hand (University of Texas 
traces the idea, Bury Me, 
in Holy Ground, 
old Spanish and Mexican 
But 


demic work is 


Press), 
Bury 
fram 
some of the 


pedantic 


traditions aca- 
and, 


rse, Ssiaf ped 


ag eee 
An interestin 


73 
J 














collected by a student from La 
Grange, see to manifest the 
whites’ images of Southern (East 
Texas) Negroes as superstitious 
ignorant, frightenable, untruthful, 
deceptive, and thieving, as well 
if one mixes in an idea or two 
is given to the daydream since 
they out 
e are also writings about 
nes Mexican corridos of 
railroads. dancing, border su- 
perstitions, the old Texas singing 
ls te justice in 
ingtown, a treasure hunt in 
Liberty County in 1956, and the 
eXxE ences of an early Texas 
man in Karnes County not long 


after the Civil War. The writing 


1d the quality of tne stories as 


\ ENERGY has been given 


¢ - 


- 
. ting . 
1O0inioOTe coiecting in 


Texas, and a great deal that is of 
historical and human value and 
interest has been discovered, re- 
corded, and preserved. But per- 
haps it is not entirely gratuitous 
to remark that this one occasional 

ider of folklore invariably en- 
joys most the stories that are writ- 
t \ f f real human be- 
ng i distant fr the pedanti 
spirit of the collector of “the ma- 
te about the ways people 
ave been 

Per the best folklore is lit- 





i 
occurs in life 





ature the 
Pe ps the folklore’s basic 
\ lit 5 the people go 
n telling stories and singing 
ngs they like, whether the in- 


But if 
pursuit, 


telliectuais notice or not 
is a literary 
lklorists are really literary 
what I wish to 
folklore may be a 
substitute for a lit- 
writer’s observing 
cused on folklore not 

fol but the 
then run riot into 
another social science. How much 
nation has never had time to 
exist? R.D. 


us 1S 





erature. the 


to save the folklore, 
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along the coast. About 75 


AUSTIN 


Among the stories that the 
ninety-year-old Noah Smith- 


wick told, in his “The Evolu- 


tion of a State’”—stories that 
are like shafts of light pierc- 
ing the blackness of time long 
past and picking out with 
startling clarity the shapes of 
things as they were then—is 


one which points up the atti-| 


tude of the Old Texan (who 
was here before annexation 
to the U.S., or, as in this case, 
even before the Republic) 
toward social rank, or snob- 
bery. 
When Texas was still a part 
of Mexico, Noah worked for a 
ile as a blacksmith 
down near the mouth of 
the Brazos. He became acquainted 
a Colonel Knight, who had 
a little trading schooner which 
ran up to Columbia. There Knight 
unloaded his goods, piling them 
bank, covering them 


in the set- 






} 
+ 2mente 
tiements 


with 


n the river 


vith dry cowhides to. protect 
them from the weather, and leav- 
ing them until oxteams from the 


interior could arrive to cart them 


off 


“Years afterward,” writes 
Smithwick, “I met Colonel Knight 
Out in front of a 
store lay a number of grinding 
ith a chain passed through 

fastened with a 
1el Knight cast a 


contemptuous look at the pile, and 


the eves and 


turning to me said: 
ithwick, 
Sort must have got 


member how I 





the Better 
here. Do you 
used to pile 


my 


ds t on the river bank and 
leave the for days at a time?’” 


never lost a pin’s worth. We 


ised to hear fellows with store 
clothes on lamenting the crude 
state of society and _ consoling 
themselves witt the assurance 


Bette 


aller a iiltie 


Sort would come 
I reckon they have 


+ } 
4A Lie 


arrived. There (pointing to the! 
padiocked grindstones) is the evi- 


ence 
In the rare and fragmentary 
autobiography Frontier Life by 
D el Shipman who came to 


Texas in 1822, when was 

twenty years old, the 

the Old Texan toward any kind of 
k made 


he 
attitude of 


rank or class distinction is 
plain 

When Daniel was twenty-three, 
a company of militia was organ- 


ized in Stephen F. Austin’s colony 


to chastise the Karankaway In- 
jians, who had been depredating 


of the 
colonists, including Daniel, ren- 
dezvoused at San Felipe de Aus- 
ed own officers— 
Austin himself was chosen as col- 
nel, commanding—and then pro- | 
ne vicinity of Goliad, | 
be made 


tin. elected 


their 


ceeded to tl 


where a treaty was to 
with the Indians 

In Daniel's words: 
the Guadalupe River about a mile | 
and a above where the town | 
of V now stands. We | 


stopped there on a bluff on the 


“We crossed 


Nall 


ictorla 


east side of the river, and where! 
we had a great deal of amuse- 
ments in the way of swimming, 


foot races and wrestling matches, | 
and seemed to ourselves 
generally—officers and soldiers— 
in our fun and pastime. We did 
not appear to know any difference 
as to who was officers and who | 


were not.” 


ND THEN, there is Daniel's 
priceless story about Sam | 
Houston and the soldier on the! 
road to San Jacinto—a story that 
tells more about the Old Texan, 
and perhaps about Houston, than 
any other that has come down to 
us 
“James Wilson was a first class 
specimen of a true, warmhearted, 
good natured _ backwoodsman, 
standing six feet four inches per- 
pendicular and well proportioned 
to that in thickness and in the 


enjoy 


| 
| 





prime of life. The man that Jim 


Part | 


would knuckle to never trod shoe 
leather. Kind and obliging to all, 
with a heart as big as a hogshead 
and as tender as an infant, he was 
a perfect hyena roused to 
anger, a man be trifled 
with, yet as gentle as a lamb. 
“The scene of the anecdote was 
on the road the Brazos 
and Colorado during the 
retreat of the Texan army before 
the host of Mexico, in the 
spring of 1836 
Wilson 
wagon driver in the ar 


when 


not to 


between 


rivers, 


armed 


the best 


He was 


“James was 
my 
known to General Houston, who 
valued him highly 


and frequen 


and held long 


conversations with 


him. He had worn out his shoes 
before leaving the Colorado, and 
his feet and ankles had been very 


much abused by the sensitive 


plant, known then in Texas as the 


saw briar, which flourished most 
luxuriantly on the sandy prairies 


between the two above-named 


rivers. On halting for the night 
near East Bernard, Jim, 
yoked and hobbled his cattle, 


as he un- 
was 


heard swearing most profanely, 
and as he turned vith his ox 
whip, threw it full length on the 
prairie and addressed it thus: 





Charles Ramsdell 





“Whip, 


(meaning tne 


lay there and Gabe 


Angel Gabriel) blow 


your horn, but James Wilson 
never raises that whip until he is 


supplied with a pair of shoes.’ 





“Our mess encampe near to 
Jim and we anticipated a rich 
time in the morning. Next morn- 
ing all was |! i bustle to 
get off. and G é Housto was 
here, there ar eve 1ere, hur- 


rying 


up and giving orders 


+ ‘ T wler al? - 
aratory for a start. Nearly all the 


teams were hitched nd mat- 
ters approaching a starting point 
when the general discovered Jim's 
oxen quietly grazing on the prai- 
| rie, and storms t 

“‘Where is the d--d scoundrel 
that drives that tean 

“Jim was pointed t to him 
stretched f engtl fore tt 
campfire. The genera irted f 
him on the run, exclaiming as he 
went, ‘You d--d infernal outland- 
ish s-n of a b--h, why don’t you 
hitch up?’ 

‘I am, general, them are my 
oxen. And these are my feet 


“-Cuss your feet 

“ ‘Let Gabe blow his horn 
but James Wilson never 
that til he gets a 
shoes. 


old 
raises 


whip until he ge pair of 


Look here, General, look 


there (points at his feet). Do you 
think I'm going to drive a wagon 
for a d--d little one-horse army 


my feet in that fix? No 


d--d 


h--l than a 


and sir, 

I'll see 

further in 

could fly in a month first.’ 
“General Houston 

mah, and time 


you and your army 


pigeon 


knew his 
precious. In- 
M+ Uo. i 


was 


“Homage to the Best People 


stantly his boots were off, and he 
was down by the side of Jim, en- 
treating him to accept them and 
start his team 

““No sir,’ says Jim, ‘No sir, I 
couldn't get my big toe in one of 
them. And if I could, do you think 
I'm going to take boots? A 
h--l of a purty you'd 
make, ‘stride of a Spanish pony 
and no boots on. I always liked 
you, General, but I like you bet- 
But d--d if I touch your 


your 
general 


ter now 
boots.’ 
“The general was seen bending 
toward Jim and speaking low to 
him. Suddenly Jim rose, bellow- 
ing in a big 
“Well,” Ill 
co it for you, but d--d if there is 


cry 
said he, ‘General, 
another man on top of this green 
that Wilson would 


that for, 


earth Jim 


drive wagon without 


shoes’.” 
BOUT THE YEAR 1840, an Eng- 
lishman named Maillard came 
and 


yus book about 


to Texas and wrote a hostile 


indisputably scurril: 


he 
that 


Ciasses Mat 


it, in which described four 


castes or he claimed 
to have found in the Republic: 
(1) The 


Aristocrats. in which 


vere included the planters and 
the office-! 1ers a (ne said) 
haughty and inaccomodating 

2) The Usefuls shopkeepers 
and the like 


otner vagrant \ were vy ila 
€ Zest ¢ ss 

Ir veighing 1e testimony of 
this Englishma ve must remem- 

-,; I tnat ne is deliberately 
drawing anu picture, and, sec- 

nd, that his irn in Texas was 
cK fined t tr intat region 
along the Brazos, where the in- 
Tiuence f the O) South was 
strongest, and where class distinc- 
tions we he ost likely to be 

lt ip He 1eES( bes the planters 

{ tnat é aa ne ever, aS be- 
ing extrer i in debt for 
the rrice € slaves to the 

aders f New Orleans vhno sent 

gents to collect a part of the cot- 
C p as n as lt was picked 

Not nly was snobbery not 
las! na nder the Republic— 
and much less before that—it was 
not even safe. A man who essaved 
to high-hat another man in those 
Gé —ana as late as the 1870's— 
was actually risking his life. 

I ¢ t if there was ever in 
Texas efore the Ci War, an 
“exclusive function or party, to 
which eve member of the com- 
munity was not welcome. 


until the 1880's that 


the cult of the Best People perco- 


lated to Texas. and then it came 
from two directions, and in two 
forms: the worship of money, 


North, 
from 


General Grant's New 
worship of family, 
Lee’s Old South 
(To be concluded) 


from 
and the 


General! 
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